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Abstract

Giving Behavior as Social Solidarity

: Focused on the Case of Yellow Envelope Campaign in 2014

Ahn, Hyo mi

Masters Program of Urban Sociology

The University of Seoul

A contribution which 1s a voluntary practice of social members for
community serves such important functions as creation of social
solidarity and control of conflicts. In addition, in the point that a
giving becomes a supplementary resource to promote voluntary
activities in the private sector, more social attention has been paid to
giving. Despite the fact that the rate of citizens’ giving and the size
of giving have been on the steady rise in Korean society, giving
culture has inclined to charitable giving based on compassion.
Therefore, it is hard to see that giving are systemized for the purpose
of community solidarity.

However, recent clues have showed that motives for giving have
gradually expanded from the compassion-based social welfare to social

responsibility and community solidarity. Given the assumption that



giving behavior has gradually expanded to social solidarity from the
private source of the charitable and social welfare. this study tried to
find the causes and attributes of the change utilizing the case of
"Yellow Envelope Campaign’ which had been performed by the
Beautiful Foundation for the purpose of supporting the living expenses
of the fired workers and improving relevant legal systems in 2014.
This study collected data by conducting a questionnaire survey and
in—depth interview with participants in 'Yellow Envelope Campaign’.
this thesis first analyzed the causes of the change to social solidarity,
and secondly investigated the features arising in the process of
"Yellow Envelope Campaign’, the internal and external factors affecting
giving, and looked into the attributes of social solidarity -‘horizontal
relationship’, ‘common responsibility’, ‘creation of social capital’, and
'pursuit for conflict solution’-to find whether giving to 'Yellow
Envelope Campaign’ were made in the type of social solidarity.
'Yellow Envelope Campaign’ was initiated not by a non-profit
organization to raise funds to solve social problems, but by a citizen
who brought out a question of the legal system to claim damages of
the fired workers and suggested the idea of chipping in to pay. Also
the Beautiful Foundation designed and performed the campaign based
on the image of 'Yellow Envelope’ (drawn from ’'pay envelope’) in
order for any salary person to feel emphasized with the issue. That is
the difference from a fund-raising campaign which highlights the pains
of the donated persons through organized activities and separates

donors and the donated.



Donors to 'Yellow Envelope Campaign’ also feel emphasized with
the difficulty the fired workers have and internalize the feeling.
Therefore, they consider the fired workers as ’the co-workers to
address the issue together’, not as beneficiaries. With the common
responsibility as the same worker and social member, they participated
in the campaign. The giving based on social solidarity created a sense
of kinship (sense of belonging) as a social member, cooperative
network to achieve the common goal, and reciprocity and trust of
neighbors who can help out in difficult situations.

Giving to 'Yellow Envelope Campaign’ were accomplished with the
will to solve the conflict that the fired workers face. The campaign
was aimed at not only address actual issues, including the ‘support the
living expenses for the fired workers’ and ‘legal system improvement,
but providing basic solutions, such as the expansion of social
solidarity’ and 'the creation of social atmosphere to guarantee
workers’ human rights’. It is analyzed that the ’'Yellow Envelope
Campaign’ features social solidarity of donors, rather than their charity
This study suggested that giving behavior would be able to expand to
social participation and social solidarity from the charitable giving and
the private resource of the social welfare based on compassion which
were considered to be the main feature of a giving. In particular, this
study contribute by showing that in the current society where
individuals suffer from emotional poverty on account of individual
fragmentation and isolation, not only giving of physical resources are

needed, but giving for emotional support and solidarity are required



and performed already.

This study has limitations as follows. Given that 'Yellow Envelope
Campaign’ was initiated by a citizen with the idea of chipping in to
pay and thus already featured social solidarity; and that the
participants to the campaign also made giving for social solidarity, on
the basis of the study result, it is hard to say that giving expand to
social solidarity. Nevertheless, the campaign is not the change in the
whole society, but is considered as a start point. In particular, the clue
of this study presented that those in their 20's and lower are sceptical
about conventional structured solidarity act and their awareness of and
motives for giving change to solidarity behavior. Therefore, it is
necessary to conduct in-depth research on the differences in

awareness of and motives for giving by generations.

Keywords: giving, social solidarity, social participation, Yellow Envelope Campaign
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